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Contradiction




“I wanted us to learn from the best experts abroad, in particular
the American New Urbanists, who have been using design
coding to deliver development with better quality design and

community involvement”
[John Prescott’s forward in CABE 2005 p5]

[1] systematic approach to the characterisation of existing areas,
providing an increased technical understanding of urban form;

[2] a structure to coding for new urban elements and adaptations
to existing areas that fit within an existing urban environment.



Adaptation




“... some of our most cherished developments, from the Georgian
period through to Garden Suburbs ... were based on design
codes” [CABE 2005 pé]
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“Plenty of problems lie ahead, not least in the time it takes to
prepare the codes. CABE predicts three to five months plus an
adoption period. But they appear to raise development quality and
were described at the summit as ‘bureaucracy that saves time’
and ‘a costly process that saves money’. They might even be
worthwhile simply for the inter-professional collaboration that

they promote.” [Fyson 2005 p10 referring to Design Coding workshop held at the UK Urban Summit,
Manchester January 2005]
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National level house builders said they were “... waiting with
interest as an industry to see what comes out of the pilot
prog ramme” [Sue Bridge, Director of Planning and Development at Bellway Homes quoted in Smit

Collaborative

Walker Riverside in the context of the City-wide housing market Housing variety at a localised level within Walker Riverside
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“the development of a code can be an excellent way of capturing
and expressing community values” [cAse 2003 p5].

rticipatory

private gardens ‘homezone' property frontage onto Riverside Park
[individual gardens within perimeter block|

Process

[shared surface with pedestrian priority, [no vehicle access, 2/3 storey minimum,
aliecated privale porking, service route,  provision of dueHronted comer block]
allocated private p(]’k”wg communal refuse storage]

cross seclion aa

duekfronted ‘gable’ unit with homezone
cormer unit side enlrance enfronce detail

terraced ‘joined’ semi- recessed garage block with
townhouse unifs  detachad units  hobitable room above



The development of a design code is an iterative process,
particularly for the national coding pilot projects and “... ultimately,
the power of any code is dependent on the system of
implementation including the levels of enforcement” [case 2003 ps)
and so the ‘code as process’ does not come to a convenient end
whenever the drafting and illustration of the documentation has
finished.
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Public realm
[inciusdi ng sdaptatien and intedration of sustanabilit v standarde,
highveay adopton, landscape and grounds mainiznance, reluse
callection, FFI hghtlng slatutory planning]

Linked 1o site develupmenl.l Private realm
brief / commissioning H [imclugding new buldings linked o
agreement EREETmEcahzge:n:ngerme

[te include naws: ng tenure, mix, | mes standards]
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Private realm
lewisbing housing stock treated
through persisasion and

Incentives, including YHN public
housing steck warking to decency

Farmes standard and private
housing steck heme imprevement

grants via pathfinder HUWR
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No policy contradiction ... BUT tension between the levels of
prescription and flexibility and sceptical of appropriateness of
codes in all situations

|s design coding about regulation? “Yes’ for precise areas of
technical and performance standards.

Is design coding about prescription? ‘No’ in areas of appearance
and aesthetics.

Strength of design coding is as a process that has the potential
to be contextual, interdisciplinary, collaborative, participatory
and subject to regular review.



